Very little Christianity until

the fall of the Soviet Union

Central Asian Russian Scripture – the CARS Bible

This lesson was adapted from CHBC’s Core Seminar curriculum:
www.capitolhillbaptist.org/resources/core-seminars

Global Christianity
Week 3

Middle East
How do the four factors we discussed influence the Middle
East?
•

Expat Christians 4-12% in Gulf countries

•

Significant Armenian population

•

Evangelistic efforts in Muslim nations

The History of Christianity in Asia
Part 1: Central Asia and India
Four of many factors that influence the spread of religions:
•

Personal experience of faith

•

Religious identity

•

National identity or minority identity

•

Popular histories

Russia
“Andrew brought Christianity to Ukraine” – doubtful.
Little evidence of Christianity until the 900s AD. Byzantine
monks bring a Greek-Slavic hybrid alphabet: Cyrillic.

Resources
•
•
•

Global Evangelicalism, ed. Lewis, Donald M. (2014)
Spickard, Paul and Cragg, Kevin. A Global History of
Christianity (Baker, 1994)
Jacobsen, Douglas. Global Gospel (Baker, 2015)

Questions: Daniel Mulder (danvmulder@gmail.com)

Queen Olga professes Christianity, but rules as a tyrant. Her
grandson, Vladimir, brings Christianity to Ukraine by way of
forced conversions. Result: the Orthodox Russian church is built
on human power and wisdom.
Several reform attempts are crushed:
• Strygolniki
• Non-possessors movement
• Old Rite Believers

How did the biblical gospel first reach Russia?
•
•
•

German believers in Ukraine, invited by Catherine II
Lord Radstock in St. Petersburg; Vasily Pashkov is
converted and backs the Christian movement.
Kasha Yagub, an Iranian missionary, in the Caucusus

Persecution comes and goes, stopping in 1905 for 27 years. By
1928, protestants have 7000 legal churches. Communists
tolerate evangelicals for a while, but in 1932, Stalin starts
efforts to wipe out religion.
Registered churches face growing restrictions; the nonregistered face grinding persecution until 1988, when the Soviet
government gives up. In 1990 religious freedom is granted.
…and here comes the Russian Orthodox Church again.
Counteraction of Extremist Activities Laws in 2000.
Central Asia
First contact with the gospel:

Pentecost

Christianity spreads quickly in the west and east. Marked by
distinct lifestyles, active evangelism, boldness in the face of
persecution, and (in the east) frequent translation of scripture.
Eastern church sets up “metropolitans” to reach the barbarian
nations; it eventually becomes known as the Nestorian church.
Islam enters central Asia around 800 AD.
Genghis Khan is born in 1162.
Despite these changes, Marco Polo still reports that 10% of
Samarkand’s population is Christian in 1265.
But then comes

Tamerlane

