WATCH FOR HIS COMING - ADVENT 1

DISCUSSION QUESTIONS
LUKE 21:25-36

are a number of warnings in Luke 21. Read and categorize them. What do these warnings reveal about Christ’s concerns for his
1 There
followers? How do the warnings themselves remind us of what is most important in the somewhat mysterious prophecies of Jesus?

H Luke 21:8			Luke 21:10		Luke 21:11			Luke 21:12			Luke 21:13-14

H Luke 21:16-17		

Luke 21:25-26		

Luke 21:34-35		

Luke 21:36

2 Read together Col 1:15-16, Dan. 7:13-15 and Rev. 1:1, 3, 5-7, Rev. 18:11-16, 21:1-6. How do these passages connect to Luke 21:25-27?

H What are the names and descriptions given to Jesus in these texts?

Ý Share some thoughts about the meaning and importance of the titles given to Christ.

3 What would this life be like if Christ did not return to judge the world? What would this life be like if God did not eventually right all wrongs?

Ø Share with the group an aspect of evil in the world or difficulty in your life that you struggle finding hope in. Collectively, speak truth from the
Bible about this area of struggle. What is something about your life that is causing you to long for the return of Christ?

 What about the return of Christ fills your heart with hope?

H Discuss the following: “All we could ever imagine, could ever hope for, He is… He is the Prince of Peace whose first coming has already

transformed society but whose second coming will forever establish justice and righteousness. All this, and infinitely more, alive in an
impoverished baby in a barn. That is what Christmas means – to find in a place where you would least expect to find anything you want,
everything you could ever want.” - Michael Card

are many exhortations to stay awake. What are some ways that Christians are tempted to fall asleep spiritually? What distracts them
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from looking forward to the return of Christ?

Ø What is the remedy for a “sleepy” Christian? What are some ways to cultivate the habit of living in light of the return of Christ?

6 Read 1 Pet 4:7, Titus 2:11-13, 1 John3:2-3. What is one specific way that you need to wake up?

6 In the parallel application passage of Matthew 25:1-13 the parable of the 10 virgins is given. Five were ready and five were not. How were the
virgins a reminder to not be weighed down by the cares of this life? (See Luke 21: 34-36)

is the connection between being watchful for Jesus’ return and prayer? (See Luke 21:36) Think about the connection between prayer
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and not losing heart.

 When you think about the brokenness and difficulty of the world around you, what do you long for most about God’s kingdom coming in
greater measure?

6 Read Luke 18:1, 8. How have you seen persistent prayer to be fuel for a wavering faith? See also
Hebrews 12:12-13, Isaiah 35:3-4.

 Think about the last month. When have you been tempted to pray less or not pray altogether? What
has caused you to lose heart and want to give up?

Ø How can the return of Christ both fuel prayer and be a reason to pray?

H Discuss the following: “Prayer and faith stand and fall together. If we lose heart and drift away from
prayer, then the Son of man will not find faith in us when he comes. Faith is the furnace of our lives.
Its fuel is the grace of God. And the divinely appointed shovel for feeding the burner is prayer. If you
lose heart and lay down the shovel, the fire will go out, you will grow cold and hard.” John Piper

PRAYER REQUESTS

