
1 In what kind of situations do you usually hear people say, “I saw the handwriting on the wall?” What are they referring to?

 H In Daniel 5, God stops Beltashazzar’s party in its tracks. What kinds of things have you experienced from God that stopped you in your 
tracks? 

 H What was the purpose of the handwriting in Daniel 5? What does that aspect of this story teach us about God’s judgment?1

2 What are some ways that people try to protect themselves from God’s judgment? In addition, what do people do to convince themselves that 
they are beyond His reach? 

 H When you sense God stepping into your life like Belshazzar did, what are some of your most common incorrect responses? 

 H When you come up short in the scales of God’s estimation, what is the best way to respond?

3 Discuss the following thought from the fourth century church father Augustine. “I would have been undone, if I had not been undone. I 
would have been ruined, if I had not been ruined. God orders lesser afflictions that we may escape greater.”2 How do you resonate with that 
statement? 

 H When you view God’s work that way, how does it change your perspective on discipline and judgment? 

 H Read Hebrews 12:5-17. When you think about it, how are God’s acts of discipline also acts of grace?

 H How has God used lesser afflictions in your life to help you escape a greater?
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4 Blasphemy and sacrilege are closely related but the distinction is between our treatment of God and our treatment of sacred things.3 

 H What are some of the modern ways that Christians struggle with blasphemy or sacrilege? 

 H How can you better respond to the Most High and Holy God of the Bible?

5 In Daniel 5:22, we get the idea that Belshazzar should have learned from the past. What should he have learned? 

 H What lessons from history do you think stand as particularly relevant reminders to us today? 

 H What lessons from other people’s lives do you believe God wants you to learn?

6 How might the judgment of Belshazzar help us to be more bold and more urgent with the gospel? 

 H What do we learn about the course of life and the surety of judgement in Daniel 5 that should 
missionally motivate us? See also Psalm 75:7, Hebrews 9:27-28, Rev.  20:11-15.

1) Warren Wiersbe, Be Resolute,  p. 85-86   2) Davis, The Message of Daniel, 75.    3) Widder, Daniel, 121
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