
1 What situations in your life right now are you finding it hardest, or even feeling like it’s impossible, to remain faithful to God?

 � In our pluralistic society, we as Christians can be pressured to do things we feel are inconsistent with our faith. Can you think of an example of 
this? 

 6 What was Daniel’s position at the start of the book? How does reflecting on that position encourage you in those times? [1]

 � How would you distinguish between your worldview and that of the culture around you? Is there any difference? What beliefs, assumptions, 
presuppositions, or answers to ultimate questions are clearly different?

 � How does (Rom. 12:1-2) help your heart in the challenges of isolation, indoctrination, assimilation, or confusion as the world tries to press you 
into its mold?

2 The Lord’s hand is behind all events in our world. How does that truth bring comfort?

 Ø What situations (whether in your own life or in current world events) do you need to view through that truth?

 � Take a moment to acknowledge the sovereignty of God on both the stage of world history and in the details of your own life.

 Ø God uses people and powers outside of the church to cause Christians to turn back to him. What is an example of how you’ve seen that to be 
true?[2]

3 Daniel and his friends had to determine which parts of the Babylonian culture they could live with and which parts they should stand 
against. What helps to guide your thinking in determining that in your own culture? 

 6 Take time to discuss the following NT images of the people of God. What does each mean and how does it help you respond to the culture 
around you? Exiles (1 Peter 1:1, 17). Aliens and strangers (1 Peter 2:11). Citizens of a heavenly kingdom (Phil 3:20). A heavenly city (Heb 13:11-16).
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 � Are God’s people supposed to be absorbed into the culture, at war with the culture, or transformers of the culture? Explain your thoughts.

4 Daniel purposed that he would not be defiled (Dan. 1:8). What does it mean to be “defiled” by the world? See also Heb. 11:24–26, Ps. 119:115, 
Heb. 7:26, 2 Cor. 6:14–18 and 2 Tim. 2:20)

 Ø What defensive measures can you take to protect against the world? 

 � Is it possible to be too protective? Explain. 

 Ø Here’s a practical example to discuss as a group: If your boss or peer group asked you to do something unethical, how would you respond?

5 Daniel’s decision to obey the Lord was very risky from an earthly perspective. What times recently has your conscience urged you to follow a 
potentially difficult path of obedience to the Lord? Think of a time when you responded rightly and wrongly.

 Ø Have you ever experienced or witnessed risk for the cause of Christ that required faith? Share that experience with your group. 

 � Is there a situation where you’re needing boldness to stay faithful to God? How can your group 
help you with that?

6 Being godly in the world is not necessarily opposed to being useful in the world. How does that 
thought encourage or challenge you? 

 � What are some ways Christians today can be involved in culture, useful to culture, and yet remain 
distinct from culture (citizens of another Kingdom)? 

 Ø Where might a church be tempted to fit in with culture at the expense of faithfulness to God’s word 
and his call? 

 Ý What would faithfulness in culture look like for a church?

[1] David Helm, Daniel For You (n.p. The Good Book Company, 2017), 21.  
[2] Warren W. Wiersbe, Daniel: Be Resolute; Determining to go God’s Direction (Colorado Springs: David C. Cook, 2000), 29. 
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