
1 In the opening verses of Ephesians 2, Paul describes the state of unbelievers. How do you think that compares to the way typical non-Chris-
tians think of themselves? 

 H What reasons have you heard people give for the direction they’re going in life? What forces lure or compel people to go in the wrong direction 
spiritually and convince them to cheerfully remain there with a false confidence that everything is okay? 

 H Look back on your life before you became a Christian and explain how the 3 tyrants of Ephesians 2 were at work in you. 

2 Our world has lived through the cruelest and most destructive of all centuries, our western civilization has undergone moral disintegra-
tion of astonishing kinds, and yet people refuse the biblical concept of God’s wrath. Why do you think the idea of God’s wrath is so hard for 
people to accept? 

 H How is Jesus related to God’s wrath according to Revelation 6:15-17; 1 Thessalonians 1:10?

 H  How does Romans 1:24, 26, 28 describe the outworking of God’s wrath at times? In light of the reality of God’s holy wrath, how should 
believers respond?

3 What is the relationship between grace and works according to Ephesians 2:8-10? 

 H Why is a proper understanding of this so important? What aberrations can be seen in many world religions? 

 H Do you ever feel like you need to earn God’s favor or grace? 

 H Why do you think it is hard for people to accept God’s grace as a free gift? When is it difficult for you to be a recipient of God’s grace? 
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4 What is the difference between works-based faith and faith-based works? When Paul says that salvation is not from ourselves in Ephesians 
2:8-9, is he saying that we play no role? Explain what you mean. 

 H How does faith fit into the “salvation by grace not works” scheme? Look at passages like Rom. 11:6; Heb. 12:2; Heb. 4:10 for help. 

5 Christians are God’s workmanship, his artistic work (like a poem or sculpture), which He created. How does the idea of being created anew 
in Christ Jesus inform your understanding of salvation (2Cor. 5:17)? 

 H Why would God preordain good works for our lives as Christians? Why is it significant that he pre-marked out a path for us to walk in? 

 H What is the point or purpose of our salvation and subsequent good works? 

 H How could Ephesians 2:10 transform mundane or boring tasks which you do in the course of your everyday life? 

6 What parallels do you see between Ephesians 1:19-20 and Ephesians 2:4-6? 

 H What does Paul mean when he says we have been “made alive,” “raised,” and “seated” with Christ? 

 H How does our union with Christ relate to the fulfillment of God’s purpose stated in Ephesians 2:7? 

 H What difference can an understanding of union with Christ make in our everyday lives? 

7 How could you use Ephesians 2:1-10 to explain the gospel to a non-Christian friend in one minute? 
Outline your conversation below. 
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