OUT OF THE FRYING PAN AND INTO THE FIRE

DISCUSSION QUESTIONS
HABAKKUK 1:5-11

The author and counselor David Powlison wrote, “A sufferer’s primal need is to hear God talking and to experience him purposefully at
1 work.”
How does that quote intersect with Habakkuk’s experience? How does it intersect with yours?

have seen the two complaints of Habakkuk in Chapter one. From verses 1-5, Habakkuk cries out to the Lord about his own nation of Ju2 We
dah being a place of perverted justice and wickedness. In verses 12-17, Habakkuk cries out again a er God’s answer comes packaged with really
bad news for Judah.

ØØ Considering the background of the complaints, explain the basic message that God gives Habakkuk in verses 5-11.

we become preoccupied and obsessed with our own situation, and maybe that constrained focus causes us to be frustrated
3 Sometimes
with God’s seeming inactivity.

HH How does lifting our eyes to the nations and looking at the scope of God’s work change our perspective? How does knowing that God is a great
God (greatly at work even if the curtain looks closed and the stage looks empty), change the way we process dificult circumstances?

HH In practical terms, what would it look like to entrust your dilemma to a trustworthy God and let him work his way in his time?

4 Let’s take a look at the nations involved at this time.
ØØ Describe the Jews (under Judah’s King Jehoiakim) as Habakkuk does in verses 1-4.

ØØ Describe the Chaldeans as God does in verses 6-11.

HH How would you deal with the evils on display if you were Habakkuk? How do you deal with the evils on display in your own context?

HH What problems arise when you think of people or nations being “more righteous” or “more wicked” like in verse 13?

quotes Habakkuk 1:5 in Acts 13:41. Take some time to consider the context in which Paul quotes Habakkuk. Why does he quote it? What
5 Paul
signifcant event had happened?

HH What judgment comes as a result of not believing? What hope comes as a result of the Jews unbelief?

HH How is God able to bring such mercy out of judgment? How should we respond to the justice and mercy of God?

you think this promise from verse 5 is still true today? Is God working on his plan among the nations, a plan so amazing that if we were
6 Do
told, we would not even believe it?

HH What aspects do we know will happen based on already fulfilled prophecy? What aspects are we waiting for?

HH What is our hope, in the midst of perverted justice, pervasive wickedness, and powerful world rulers with dangerous agendas and crippling
governments? Where are YOUR eyes? Where is YOUR hope?

does Habakkuk demonstrate what is required of believers when God tells us about impending judgment but doesn’t tell us all the
7 How
reasons and implications?

66 Consider verses 1:12-2:1. What aspects of God’s character has Habakkuk embraced? What aspects of human history has Habakkuk grasped?
What questions does Habakkuk allow himself to ask? What questions does Habakkuk NOT allow himself to ask?

you’re struggling with injustice, cruelty, wrongdoing, deceit, or the underhanded practices of those around you. Maybe you’ve
8 Perhaps
been bothered by God’s means and methods of working in your life and wondered what in the world he’s doing.

 What verses assure you that God can take all the permutations of pain and suffering, discipline and
disaster, and work out his good will?

 In what demonstrable ways could you trust God to use your bad boss, your spiteful family member,
your dificult neighbor, your disruptive spouse, or your jerk of a roommate, our corrupt politics, or
even an enemy nation to work all things according to the council of his will?

9 When you feel oppressed by injustice, where do you turn? What do you trust in?
HH What decisions do you need to make as a believer in the middle of unanswered questions? What
mind and heart renewal needs to happen? What obedient step do you need to take?

HH What aspect of worship needs to be incorporated into your life in the middle of an oppressive or
perplexing situation?
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