
1 When James says, “Not many of you should become teachers…” does he mean to discourage people from teaching God’s word? Why or why 
not? Don’t forget what the rest of the Bible says. (See Number 11:26-29, 1 Cor. 9:16, 1 Tim 3:1)

 � James’ warning applies to both official and unofficial teachers of God’s word. In what ways is his warning applicable or convicting to you?

 6 What are some characteristics that should mark teachers of God’s Word? (See Acts 20:26, Heb 13:17, 2 Tim 2:15)

 6 Read Jesus’ indictment of the Rabbis in his day in Matt. 23:1-12. What do we learn about their aspirations to be teachers? Which of those 
temptations are you most tempted in?

2 Explain why there is so great a potential for damage in the case of teachers. What are some of the bad fruits that can come from a bad 
teacher or preacher of God’s word? (Think bad theology as in Titus 1:9-16, Col. 2:16-23) 

 Ý Many of our friends and coworkers have grown resentful or untrusting of all Christian leaders because of experiences with bad teachers or 
preachers (even false religion). How can you help them grow in learning to trust healthy Christian leaders?

3 Meditate on the following quote, “It is impossible to teach or preach anything that I don’t desperately need myself.” - Paul Tripp. How 
should that thought shape our preparation to share God’s word in any context? (See Ps 139:1-4, 23-24, 1 Tim 4:16, Col. 3:16)

4 According to Ecclesiastes 12:1-7, age causes our desires to begin to fade and weaken (for example - the passion for life, food, advancement, 
power, sexual desires, etc).

 � In what ways is this true as we grow older? Which temptations grow weaker as we grow older? 

 � In what ways is this not true of our tongues? What temptations of the tongue grow stronger as we grow older?
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5 Read the following biblical survey of the foundation of speech and words. Then answer the questions about how these three realities affect 
our view of words themselves, sinful words and our own words.

 6 The God of the Bible speaks. Read Gen. 1:3, 1:28 

Satan enters God’s created world and speaks. Read Gen. 3:1-5 

God’s people, Adam and Eve, speak. Read Gen. 3:12-13

 � What principles about speech can be derived from the fact that God is the creator of words?

 � In what ways do our words challenge the authority of God? (Seeking to take wrongful control, speaking words of condemnation, punishing 
others with words, undermining the authority of God-appointed leaders, grumbling and complaining about the situations God has ordained 
for your life, etc.) Which of these examples do you struggle most with? Describe these problem areas and specify how your behavior denies or 
defies God’s authority over your talk.

 � In what ways do you verbally shift the blame for your sinful words and actions onto God or other people?

6 According to Luke 6:45, our problems with our tongues reveal problems in our heart. According to James 3:2, if we stumble in what we say, it 
reveals that our we are not yet perfect. Our hearts are lacking something that Christ offers us in the gospel. How has your communication been 
infected by the lie that the things you need for life can be found outside of Christ?

 � Think through the following examples and offer your own. 
“I must win this argument.”     
“I must have her love, appreciation, and respect.”     
“I will get him to admit that he is wrong it’s the last thing I do!”     
“This is the way it has to be done.”     
“I cannot live with _________”     
“I have the right to my happiness.”

7 Read Ephesians 1:15–23. Ask the Lord to open your eyes to the glorious benefits of Christ’s work and 
the hope it offers for your words. Ask him to show you where change is needed and step into out by 
faith. 

 6 What reality does John reveal about the Jesus Christ the Word in John 1:16? How do you need to 
believe that his ever-flowing stream of grace can radically change your tongue?
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