
 
Gospel Grace Church 

Gospel Growth  

Bright Stars in Dark Skies 

The Character of God Amidst Suffering 

  

 

WHAT WE NEED TO KNOW ABOUT SUFFERING 
 

What do you hope to gain from this class? 

 

 

 

 

 

Suffering is ______________________ 

 
 

Self-

Transcendent 
Fatalistic Secular 

(Western) 
Moralistic 

Example Buddhism Islam Secularism Mormonism 

Cause Illusion Destiny Accident Wrongdoing 

Response Detachment Endurance Technique Do good 

Resolution Enlightenment Glory and 

honor 
Better 

society 
Eternal bliss 

 

*Adapted from Timothy Keller, Walking with God through Pain and Suffering, (New York: 

Penguin Group, 2013), 28.  

 

How do you tend to reduce suffering? 
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Suffering Demands ______________________ 

 

“God whispers to us in our pleasures, speaks in our conscience, but 
shouts in our pains: it is His megaphone to rouse a deaf world.” 

C. S. Lewis 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Verse for the week: 

Therefore, since we are surrounded by so great a cloud of 

witnesses, let us also lay aside every weight, and sin which clings 

so closely, and let us run with endurance the race that is set 

before us, 2 looking to Jesus, the founder and perfecter of our 

faith, who for the joy that was set before him endured the cross, 

despising the shame, and is seated at the right hand of the throne 

of God. 3 Consider him who endured from sinners such hostility 

against himself, so that you may not grow weary or fainthearted. 

Hebrews 12:1-3 
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