1 CORINTHIANS 1:18-25 - DISCUSSION QUESTIONS
THE WISDOM AND POWER OF THE CROSS - (SERMON MP3)
In preparation for the Easter season, let’s take some time to think about the importance of the cross. What’s the big deal with the cross
anyways? Should we put its symbol in our churches? Was it just a brutal instrument of shame or is there more to its significance? What
concepts of the cross have you heard from others? Be prepared to share your thoughts with the group.

“Far be it from me to boast except in the cross of our Lord Jesus Christ.” (Galatians 6:14) The one thing Paul glories in, takes pride in,
boasts in is the cross. Those are astonishing words when you consider the fact that the cross at the time of Paul was a thing of disgust and
abhorrence.

How is the concept of the cross considered in our day? What do people think of and how do they respond to the idea of a cross?

Have you ever considered the cross as part of God’s plan? Look up (Acts 2:22-23) and write down how Peter refers to the cross/crucifixion
________________________________.

But was it whipped up at the last minute? Was it devised because nothing else was working during Jesus’ life? Look up (1Peter
1:18-20) for the answer. Also notice how John describes Jesus in (Revelation 13:8).

How do these descriptions of God’s plan for the cross impact you? What’s so significant about all this?

The cross was not only part of God’s plan, but it was also referenced frequently in prophecy. Look at what Peter says in (1Peter.
1:10-11). The Old Testament prophets spoke about the sufferings of the cross. Jesus knew these prophecies. He spoke on the road to
Emmaus and explained the words of the prophets (Luke 24:25-27).

Look up (Isaiah 53) and write down some of the prophecies of Jesus’ suffering and crucifixion.

What other prophesies can you find in the Old Testament about Jesus’ suffering? Write down a few and be prepared to share them
with the group.

The cross is the centerpiece of history. It was so important, that __________________ continually tried to derail things (Matt. 4:1-11;
16:21-23). Through the cross, Jesus dealt ___________________ a death blow (1John 3:8), and put _____________________ powers to open
shame (Col. 2:14-15). The cross is the place where our salvation was won.

What other insights can you offer about the cross’ impact on all of history? Write your thoughts below.

The significance of the cross didn’t end 2000 years ago. Its importance continues into eternity.In Revelation 5 we see Christ right in the
center of the worship in heaven. But Christ is depicted as what _______________________________. Reminders of the cross remain through
eternity in the scars of our Lord.

So what are we to do with the truths of the cross? Perhaps you should simply take some time to meditate on the cross - its significance
and its implications for your life. Be prepared to share your reflections with the group.

What do you think we can learn to do from (Rev. 5:9)? What do you think we can learn to do from (1 Cor. 1:22-23)?

Reflect on the following quotes and be prepared to share your thoughts about some that stand out to you.
“Nothing in my hand I bring; Simply to your cross I cling.” Augustus Toplady

PRAYER REQUESTS
“The God on whom we rely knows what suffering is all about – not merely in the way that
God knows everything, but by experience.” D.A. Carson

“This cry represents the most agonizing protest ever uttered on this planet. It burst forth in a
moment of unparalleled pain. It is the scream of the damned – for us.” R.C. Sproul

“We may try to wash our hands of responsibility like Pilate, but our attempt will be futile, as
futile as his. For there is blood on our hands.” John R. W. Stott

“The debt was so great that while man alone owed it, only God could pay it.” Anselm

“Men are opposed to God in their sin, and God is opposed to men in his holiness.” J.I.
Packer

“Lest I forget Gethsemane, Lest I forget Thine agony; Lest I forget Thy love for me, Lead me
to Calvary.” Jennie Evelyn Hussey

